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AGREEMENT 

on Cooperation on Marine Oil Pollution 

Preparedness and Response in the Arctic 



The Government of Canada, the Government of the Kingdom of Denmark, the Government of 
the Republic of 



Aware of the Parties' 



Article 3 

Scope of Application of this Agreement 

1. This Agreement shall apply with respect to oil pollution incidents that occur in or may 
pose a threat to any marine area over which a State whose government is a Party to this 
Agreement exercises sovereignty, sovereign rights or jurisdiction, including its internal 
waters, territorial sea, exclusive economic zone and continental shelf, consistent with 

international law and above a southern limit as follows: 

Canada- marine areas above 60 degrees North; 

The Kingdom of Denmark, including Greenland and the Fa roes- marine areas above 
the southern limit of the Greenland exclusive economic zone and the Faroese fisheries 
zone; 

Finland- marine areas above 63 degrees 30 minutes North; 

Iceland- marine areas above the southern limit of the exclusive economic zone of 
Iceland; 

Norway- marine areas above the Arctic Circle; 

The Russian Federation- marine areas above the coastlines of the White Sea, the 
Barents Sea, the Kara Sea, the Laptev Sea, the East Siberian Sea and the Chukchi Sea, and 
the mouths ofthe rivers flowing into these seas seaward of the baselines from which the 
breadth of the territorial sea is measured; · 

Sweden- marine areas above 63 degrees 30 minutes North; and 

The United States of America- Marine areas seaward of the coastal baseline from the 
border between the United States and Canada at the Beaufort Sea along the north side of 
the mainland of Alaska to the Aleutian Islands, above 24 nautical miles south of the 
Aleutian Islands, and, in the Bering Sea, east of the limits of the exclusive economic zone 
ofthe United States. 

2. 



Article 4 

Systems for Oil Pollution Preparedness and Response 

I. Each Party shall maintain a national.system for responding 



2. The entities designated by each Party pursuant to paragraph 1 of this Article are specified 

in Appendices to this Agreement. Each Party shall 



3. The Parties shall endeavor to cooperate in organizing and conducting monitoring, 
especially regarding transboundary oil pollution, inter alia, through conclusion of bilateral 

or multilateral agreements or arrangements. 

Article 8 

Requests for Assistance and Coordination and Cooperation in Response Operations 

1. The Parties may request assistance from any other Party or Parties to respond to an oil 
pollution incident. 

2. The Parties requesting assistance shall endeavor to specify the type and extent of 
assistance requested. 

3. The Parties shall cooperate and provide assistance, which may include advisory services, 
technical support, equipment or personnel, for the purpose of responding to an oil 
pollution incident upon the request of any Party affected or likely to be affected. 

Article 9 

Movement and Removal of Resources across Borders 

In accordance with applicable national and international law, each Party shall take the 
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a. If the action was taken by one Party at the express request of another Party, the 
requesting Party shall reimburse to the assisting Party the cost of its action. The 
requesting Party may cancel its request at any time, but in that case it shall bear the 
costs already incurred or committed by the assisting Party. 
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Article 13 

Joint Exercises and Training 

I. The Parties shall promote cooperation and coordination by endeavoring to carry out joint 
exercises and training, including alerting or call-out exercises, table-top exercises, 
equipment deployment exercises, and other relevant activities. 

2. Joint exercises and training should be designed to incorporate lessons learned. 

3. Where appropriate, the Parties should include stakeholders in the planning and execution 
of joint exercises and training. 

4. When conducting joint exercises and training, the Parties should apply the relevant 
provisions of this Agreement to the extent possible. 

Article 14 

Meetings of the Parties 

I. The Parties shall meet no later than one year after the entry into force of this Agreement, 
as convened by the depositary, and from then on as decided by the Parties. At these 
meetings, the Parties shall review issues related to the implementation of this Agreement, 
adopt Appendices to this Agreement or modifications to the Appendices as prov.ided in 
Article 20 of this Agreement, as appropriate, and consider any other issues as decided by 
the Parties. Parties may elect to convene such meetings in conjunction with meetings of 
the Arctic Council. 

2. On a regular basis the Parties through their competent national authorities shall discuss 
and review operational issues related to the implementation of this Agreement, in 
cooperation, as appropriate, with relevant bodies including but not limited to the Arctic 
Council. Operational issues include, but are not limited to, cooperation and exchange of 
available information. 

Article 15 

Resources 

I. Except as otherwise provided in Article I 0 of this Agreement or otherwise agreed, each 
Party shall bear its own costs deriving from its implementation of this Agreement. 

2. Implementation of this Agreement, except for Article 10, shall be subject to the 
capabilities ofthe Parties and the availability of relevant resources. 



Article 16 

Relationship with Other International Agreements 

Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed as altering the rights or obligations of any Party 
under other relevant international agreements or customary international law as reflected in 
the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. 

Article 17 

Non-Parties 

Any Party may, where appropriate, seek cooperation with States not party to this Agreement 
that may be able to contribute to activities envisaged in this Agreement, consistent with 
international law. 

Article 18 

Settlement of Disputes 

The Parties shall resolve any disputes concerning the application or interpretation of this 
Agreement through direct consultations. 

Article 19 

Amendments to this Agreement 

I. This Agreement may be amended by written agreement of all the Parties. 

2. An amendment shall enter into force 120 days after the date on which the depositary has 
received the last written notification through diplomatic channels that the Parties have 
completed the internal procedures required for its entry into force. 

Article 20 

Appendices 

I. The Appendices to this Agreement do not constitute an integral part of this Agreement 
and are not legally binding. 

2. At meetings of the Parties referred to in Article I 4 of this Agreement, the Parties may 
adopt additional Appendices or modifications to existing Appendices, except for those 
Appendices referred to in Article 5 of this Agreement, which may be modified as provided 
therein. 



Article 21 

Operational Guidelines 

I. The Parties shall develop and maintain a set of Operational Guidelines to assist in the 
implementation of this Agreement. The Operational Guidelines will be included among 
the Appendices to this Agreement and be modified as appropriate. 

2. The Operational Guidelines shall address, inter alia, the following topics: 

a. a system and formats for notification, requests for assistance, and other related 
information; 

b. provision of assistance, as well as coordination and cooperation in response operations 
involving more than one Party, including in areas beyond the jurisdiction of any State; 

c. movement and 
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Article 23 

Depositary 

The Government of Norway shall be the depositary for this Agreement. 

DONE at Kiruna this 15th day of May, 2013, in the English, French and Russian languages, 
all texts being equally authentic. The working language of this Agreement shall be English, 
the language in which this Agreement was negotiated. 

PlunkettCL
Typewritten Text

PlunkettCL
Typewritten Text
NOTE:  English language text will be printed in this publication.



For the Government of Canada 

Pour le Gouvernement du Canada 

3a llpasuTeJibCTBO KaHaAbl 

For the Government of the Kingdom of Denmark, including the 
Government of the Faroe Islands and the Government of Greenland 

Pour le Gouvernment du Royaume de Danemark, y compris 
le Gouvernement des lies Feroe et le Gouvernemen u Groenland 

3a ITpaBHTeJibCTBO KoponescTsa )l;auuSI, BKJiroqaSJ 
OCTpOBOB H fipaBHTeJibCTBO rp 

aBUTeJibCTBO <l>apepCKUX 

For the Government of the Faroe Islands 

Pour le Gouvernment des lies Feroe 

3a ITpaBHTeJihCTBo <l>apepcKHX OCYpOBOB 

For the Government of Greenland 

Pour le Gouvernment du Groenland 

3a ITpaBl-fTeJibCTBO fpeHJlaH.LJ.HH 



For the Government of the Republic of Finland 

Pour le Gouvernement de Ia Republique de Finlande 

3a IIpaBHTMhCTBO <l>HHJHIHACKoii PecnyoJIHKH 

For the Government of Iceland 

Pour le Gouvernement de l'lslande 

3a IIpasnTeJihCTBO :UCJiaHAHH 

For the Government of the Kingdom of Norway 

Pour le Gouvernement du Royaume 



For the Government of the Russian Federation 

Pour le Gouvernement de Ia Federation de Russie 

3a IlpasHTe.JlhCTBO PoccHHCKOH <I>e.uepau;HH 

For the Government of the Kingdom of Sweden 

Pour le Gouvernement du Royaume de Suede 

3a IlpaBHTeJIJ>CTBO KoponescTsa lliseu;HH 

For the Government of the United States of America 

Pour le Gouvernement des Etas-Unis d'Amerique 

3a IlpasHTeJIJ>CTBO Coe.u eHHMX lliTaTos AMepHKH 




