


by Benjamin Johnson
This April I traveled to Bethel for my annual
facility visit. For those not aware Bethel is 
located about 50 miles from the mouth of 
the Kuskokwim River, the original name 
being Mamterilleq, which was a summer 
fishing site meaning “site of many caches”.
Together with our onsite technician Ron 
Kaiser, we looked at their concerns around
the campus. The major work this summer will be
occurring at KU101, which will be the Yupik
Health Sciences Building, and DDC will manage
this project. 

Lift Stations
Parts of the building system do the heavy lifting,
especially the lift stations for the campus. Many
of these systems were installed in the 1980s and
1990s and due for life cycle replacement. The
sanitation systems for Bethel are pressurized as 

the terrain is flat, swampy, and unsuitable for
below-ground systems. The city's water, sewer,
and district heating loop are all located above
ground. Just another way rural Alaska differs
from life in town.

Water, Water Everywhere…
The weather steadily warmed up each day I was
there making the wetlands around the campus
more like a lake each day. Around Sackett Hall,
The water is usually some distance from the  
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Current Recruitments
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https://careers.alaska.edu/jobs/senior-facilities-mechanical-engineer-fairbanks-alaska-united-states-a0d88ae9-7892-471b-b8a4-96f3132d9c5e
https://careers.alaska.edu/jobs/facilities-services-pool-technician-fairbanks-alaska-united-states-f20e689d-a467-4fee-96c9-bee37ad67591
https://careers.alaska.edu/jobs/mechanical-engineer-fairbanks-alaska-united-states-239d1da6-9ba0-4aba-bb6b-aae1b7061457
https://careers.alaska.edu/jobs/ct3-electrician-facilities-services-utilities-fairbanks-alaska-united-states-f9f76c3a-26a3-4798-a11b-60eb702bcb44
https://careers.alaska.edu/jobs/painter-maintenance-mechanic-fairbanks-alaska-united-states
https://careers.alaska.edu/jobs/building-technician-kodiak-alaska-united-states
https://careers.alaska.edu/jobs/maintenance-plumber-fairbanks-alaska-united-states
https://careers.alaska.edu/jobs/alarms-technician-trainee-fairbanks-alaska-united-states
https://careers.alaska.edu/jobs/locksmith-fairbanks-alaska-united-states
https://careers.alaska.edu/jobs/facilities-inspector-fairbanks-alaska-united-states
https://careers.alaska.edu/jobs/contract-manager-fairbanks-alaska-united-states-0230f311-c44c-4fa1-b973-4853baa0d7bc


Patty Sauna Benches
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